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INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE 
At the final Board Meeting of 2014, LASM’s Board of Directors took exciting steps to 
ensure our Ministry’s long-term viability! The Board voted to begin an endowment 
fund for our Ministry! The account has been designed to support LASM’s operating 
expenses far into the future. Help us build this fund by making a donation or asking a 
Board Member how you can make LASM a part of your estate. Finally and most     
importantly, please keep the work of our Ministry in your thoughts and prayers.  

support of our programs and services. 
We began training our 2nd class of 
Stephen Ministers and look forward to 
growing this caring ministry in the com-
ing year. We also entered the world of 
Facebook and have found it to be a great 
way of connecting with our participants, 
volunteers and community! “Like” our 
page at facebook.com/LASM.STL.   

We are so grateful to have the unending 
and generous support of 
our volunteers and partner 
churches in making our  
ministry possible! 2015 
marks the 9th  anniversary 
of Lindenwood Area    
Senior Ministry and we are 
excited to discover all that 
God has in store for us in 

the coming year. Please contact our    
office (647-4591) at any time for informa-
tion on programs, services and volunteer 
opportunities. In addition, we welcome 
your suggestions on programs and 
events that you would like to see offered 
in 2015.  

Wishing all of you many blessings in the 
New Year! 

 

Written by: Katie Weintraub, Director 

S 
ince our ministry began in 2006,     
we have steadily grown and strength-

ened in our Mission to enhance the  
quality of life of senior adults by provid-
ing meaningful volunteer experiences, 
services and programs that promote 
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual 
health and safety. This past year proved 
to be no exception!  

Our transportation ministry 
provided 170 round-trip 
rides to medical appoint-
ments.  Volunteers with 
Saturday Servants, our 
home maintenance and 
repair program, completed 
162 jobs for senior homeowners through-
out the year. We hosted eight educa-
tional workshops and continued to offer 
case management services. Our bus 
trips led us on ventures to Alton, 
Charleston, Cuba and Kimmswick! Our 
annual fundraisers, the Spring Fling and 
Fall Trivia Night, welcomed great crowds 
and record-breaking funds raised for the 

2014: A YEAR END REVIEW  

We have found Facebook 
to be a great way of    
connecting with our    
participants, volunteers 
and community! 



DID YOU KNOW? 
Walgreens offers 20% off all regular-price merchandise to customers age 55+ on the 
first Tuesday of every month.  Submitted by: Mary Stahl  

C 
laire has been volunteering with 
LASM since our very beginnings.  

She generously gives of her time and 
talents to assist with our monthly 
newsletter mailings, serve on the Spring 
Fling Committee and receive RSVPs for 
our Ministry’s educational and social 
events. Claire is a long-time resident of 
the Lindenwood Park 
Neighborhood and a 
member of Epiphany of 
Our Lord Catholic 
Church. Claire has two 
children and three 
grandchildren. A North 
Dakota native, Claire 
moved to the St. Louis 
area on a transfer from 
the telephone company 
where she worked and at 
the prompting of her 
brother who was 
stationed here after 
WWII. After leaving the telephone 
company to raise her children, she 
worked many years as a receptionist. 
Claire loves to travel and has enjoyed 
trips to Hawaii, Alaska, Europe and 
Ireland. When she’s not volunteering with 
LASM, Claire likes to socialize with 
friends from her working days and 
church friends. She also enjoys spending 
time with her family.  

We sat down with Claire and asked her 
these questions: 

What do you enjoy about volunteering 
with LASM? 

I think it is so nice to get acquainted with 
people from the other LASM churches - 
to be able to meet people I never would 
have otherwise met. I get out more and 
see different things. 

What is the impact of your service? 

It builds relationships and a sense of 
community. Raising 
money for LASM makes 
you feel good and helps 
support all the programs 
and services [Claire 
solicits donation items for 
the Spring Fling Silent 
Auction].   

What would you say to 
others thinking of 
volunteering with 
LASM? 

It’s a good way to get out 
of the house, meet people 

and feel like you’re doing something to 
help. 

What’s your favorite thing about 
winter? 

Nothing! It’s too dark and cold! However, 
I do love the holidays!  

Thank you to Claire and all the 
volunteers who assist LASM in carrying 
out its various programs and services.  If 
you would like to follow in Claire’s 
footsteps, please contact the LASM 
Office at 647-4591 to learn about 
volunteer opportunities. 

VOLUNTEER PROFILE: CLAIRE KAISER  

Claire (front right) at an LASM 
workshop with friends, Mary, Betty 
& Rosita .  



MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Pull out your brand new 2015 calendar 
and save these dates to participate in 
Lindenwood Area Senior Ministry’s      
upcoming programs: 

February 5 th: Meet Noah the Comfort 
Dog Luncheon 

February 8 th: Commissioning Ceremony 
for the new Stephen Ministers 

SPRING into Action Workshop  Series  
3rd Tuesdays, March-June: 

• March 17 th: Declutter & Rightsize 
Your Home 

• April 21 st: Elder Law/Financial Plan-
ning Panel 

• May 19 th: Laugh for the Health of It 

• June 16 th:  Keep Ticking – The Inside 
Track on Heart Health 

April 25 th: 9th Annual Spring Fling 

October 10 th: 4th Annual Trivia Night  

 

CASE MANAGEMENT Q & A  

QUESTION: I have been considering a 
reverse mortgage and have talked to a 
couple of brokers, but am still not 
confident in knowing whether or not this 
is the best option for me. What should     
I do? 

ANSWER: Reverse mortgages provide 
cash income from the equity in your 
home for homeowners age 62 and 
better. The loan is not paid back until you 
move from your home. This type of 
mortgage can be a great option for 
some, but not the right fit for others.  
There are many variables to take into 
account such as your income and 
assets, inheritance desires, and your 
health. It is important to fully understand 
your specific situation as it relates to a 
reverse mortgage before applying.  
There is an organization called HOPE 
(Housing Options Provided for the 
Elderly) that offers free reverse 
mortgage counseling. Their counselors 
provide education and information and 
are not affiliated with any lender. Call 
HOPE at 314-776-0155. 

Do you have a case management 
question? Call 647-4591 or write in 
(6401 Scanlan, 63139) to have your 
questions answered in the next 
newsletter. If you are in need of 
assistance with community resources, 
please contact ministry Director, Katie 
Weintraub, at the number listed above. 

COME MEET NOAH 
LASM partner church, Timothy Lutheran, 
recently welcomed a new member, Noah 
the Comfort Dog. Noah’s purpose is to 
bring comfort to members of his church 
congregation and the community! There-
fore, he wants to meet our LASM sen-
iors! Comfort Dog ministry recognizes 
that a dog is friend who brings a calming 
influence, allowing people to open up 
their hearts and receive help/comfort for 
what is affecting them. Come meet Noah 
and learn more about this caring ministry 
on Thursday, February 5 th. We’ll enjoy 
lunch and a Valentine Social as well!  
11:30 am – 1:30 pm at Mount Tabor UCC 
– Fellowship Hall, 6520 Arsenal St.  
RSVP to Claire at 645-6411 by Feb. 2nd 
and let her know if you need a ride. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

ALL-INCLUSIVE PRAYER   
OF GRATITUDE 
From the oldest to the latest; 

From the smallest to the greatest; 

For known, unknown and those unseen; 

For blessings that have not yet been; 

For ALL that You to us impart 

We come to You with grateful heart. 

Amen. 

—submitted by Sheila Lopinot 

The spirit of the Lord God… has sent me 
to bring good news… to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor. 

Isaiah 61:1-2 

A BIT OF HUMOR 
As we Silver Surfers know, sometimes 
we have trouble with our computers. 
Yesterday, I had a problem, so I called 
Georgie, the 11-year-old next door, 
whose bedroom looks like Mission 
Control, and asked him to come over. 
Georgie clicked a couple of buttons and 
solved the problem. As he was walking 
away, I called after him, “So, what was 
wrong?” He replied, “It was an ID ten T 
error.” I didn’t want to appear stupid, but 
nonetheless inquired, “An, ID ten T error? 
What’s that? In case I need to fix it 
again.” Georgie grinned. “Haven’t you 
ever heard of an ID ten T error before?”  
“No,” I replied. “Write it down,” he said, 
“and I think you’ll figure it out.” So I wrote 
down: ID10T I used to like Georgie. 


